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ELD LUNATIC ASYLUM.

were old cases, who had been ill from one to
patients who had been previously insane. The
to evade the penalty of the law, often represent

which account the real number of recent cases, is,
s stated in the report.

icularly Sheffield, about four out of five, I speak

ases. By examining the case books, it will be

1, and others nearly so, on admission.

{uiry, the magistrates may easily ascertain whether

nded regularly to their duty, but it is impossible
well versed in hospital practice, to judge of their
fiuty of a physician requires more care and skill
’

f Dr. Crowther’s pamphlet which relates
ienced from the governors of the insti-
v that the unpleasant altercation stated
tce at the lunatic asylum, in Wakefield,
t occurrence in charitable institutions :
ssert they more generally originate in
policy of their subordinate agents. In
ind, with surprise and regret, the insi-
and matron, received by a majority of
'rnors, against their physician, (after
wnd highly approved services,) affecting
1, or his qualifications as a professional
being allowed to meet his accusers, or
the nature of the charges insinuated
as every physician and surgeon is, in
ture, to these malevolent attacks, from
dccasion to reprove, or may, uninten-

n undoubted right to look up to those

superintendance of the establishment,

his honour and professional reputation,

ner by agents appointed and paid by
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obliged to omit in the present number, the
n Prophylactics ; Dr. M’c Cabe’s remarks on
wver; Mr. Ricketts’ Medical Topography of
ases of Bronchotomy, &c. ; as also some im-
1 of these, however, will appear in the 9th No.
Valker, on the state of the medical art amongst
le; and some cases and observations by Dr.
nection between Bronchial Inflammation and

‘teorological Report and the Parochial Returns,
also be given in the 9th No. which will be

ns, addressed, free of expense, (under cover,) to
cester Journal, will receive immediateattention.
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On the State of the MEpICAL ART among the JEWS, as
recorded in the BIBLE.

BY J. K. WALKER, M. D, HUDDERSFIELD.

VHOEVER should take up the history of any people, for tlhe
purpose of extracting from it a faithful account of any pa.trttncu atr
art or science, would, in most instances, incur dxsappt(‘)m rtl_aen i
inasmuch as historians profess to give a history of na ’%%nz_l
events, and not a minute detail of the arts an'd sciences. t:lll:
bearing, however, on the ch'aracf.er of nations, is so fco(l)lme
derable, that there are few hxs?ox:les that are destltutelo sﬂ.m;
information on this head; and it is from _such general ou :he
that the reader must fill up the ske_tch. This truth obtamfslm ;
history of the Jewish nation ip particular. The chlldrin é) . sx;z:.) n:
while they were yet in the wilderness, were commanded to o
struct a tabernacle of unrivalled.sglend(_)ur fg)r.hol}_r pu:"p';)‘sei{s, ?hm;
at the conclusion of this solemn injunction, itis said, g afe i
also unto thee, principal spices, of pure myrrh, 505%0 ] Oofsonve
cinnamon, 250 ; of sweet calamus,?50; o_f caSSIal, ( ;  olive
oil, an hin; and thou shalt make it an oil of holy oin ,r?e ’T gt
ointment compounded after the art of the apothecary. t'l' L
word+ in the original for apothecary, is used in othe;-l parts chay
Old "f‘estament, and is always so translated in the other pasls ‘rg =
from which I infer that the term, if not in all respects ana 0?(:}]0
to the same office in modern times, is yet demor_nstra;‘l‘ve o e
advanced state of the pharmaceutical art ; and in a few vers

* T have not added the word shekel, because it is not in the original.
+ Exodus, xxx. 23, 25. o .
+ Rakarc. 1 Samuel, viii. 13; and again in Eccles. x. 1.

x
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164 DR. WALKER

after, the divine command is given to Moses. ¢ Take unto thee
sweetspices, stacte, and onycha, and galbanum ; these sweet spices,
with pure frankincense: of each shall there be a like weight :
and thou shalt make it a perfume, a confection after the art of
the apotheecary.” It is not quite clear that, in the original, the
relative quantity, as well as mode of composition, was not to be
left to the apethecary ; but it is evident that the office here inci-
dentally alluded to, was coeval with the departure of the children
of Israel out of Egypt. If, as is believed, the medical art was
cultivated at that early period in Egypt, the Israelites might have
gleaned some knowledge of the subject during their long captivity.
The court of Pharaoh abounded with every luxury, and it is not
likely the study of medicine would be overlooked ; indeed, we are
told that, on the death of Jacob, the physicians were commanded
by Joseph to embalm his father.* The Seventy, indeed, have
thought proper to translate the Hebrew word Rufai, embalmers,
which appears rather singular, as, though the same word occurs
repeatedly in the Old Testament, it will no where admit of such
signification. Why is it not so translated where King Asa is
reproved for placing confidence in the physicians ? It is well
known that, among the Egyptians, the priests exercised, in those
days, what was considered the highest branch of the profession,
which consisted of magic rites and ceremonies.t+ But besides
these, there were other branches. According to Herodotus, each
distinct distemper had its own physician, who confined himself
to the study and care of that, and meddled with no other ; so that
one class had the care of the eyes, another of the stomach, another
of occult diseases, &c. To one of these classes might belong
the physicians who embalmed Israel, for among no people more
than the ancient Egyptians, was the principle of a division of
labour observed ; and this was probably the fact in the age of
Joseph, as well as that of Herodotus, especially in the art of
physic, which would necessarily remain stationary, so long as
the higher department was hereditary, and the son received and
obeyed implicitly the instructions of the father.f Whatever,

* In Josephus’ account of the polity settled by Moses, one of the laws states
that, ¢ if he that is smitten escapeth death, and yet be at great expense for his
cure, the smiter shall pay for all that has been expended during the time of
sickness, and for all that he has paid the physician,”

+ These are the wise men and magicians of whom Moses speaks. On the
strength of this use of the word physician, the author of the divine legation has
indulged himself in forming an ideal picture of the grandeur, luxury, and
politeness of the Egyptian people.

% Vide Herodotus. That the Egyptian physicians were little skilled iw
external complaints, seems probable from what Herodotus says concerning their
inability to cure a common luxatien of the foot, which Darius, the son of
Hystaspes, had met with in hunting. They appear, however, to have been
acquainted with the power of some valuable remedies, as of squills in dropsy,

and of iron as a tonic.
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however, was the state of the medical art among the Egyptians
at this period, we are told that Moses was versed in all the know-
ledge of the Egyptians ; and the health of the children of Israel,
next to their religious improvement, was evidently a leading
feature in the Levitical code. Among the curses of disobedience
denounced on the Israelites, are the diseases of Egypt, which were
either the plagues with which God afflicted Egypt during their
captivity, or the diseases which were most common in that
country. Now, we are told by Pliny that ¢ FEgypti peculiare
hoc malum Elephantiasis ;’* and we know that, with many of
the ancient writers, the two diseases, leprosy and elephantiasis,
were regarded as convertible terms ; on this topic, however, I
shall hereafter beg to enter more largely, as there appear to be
much confusion and great error in professional, as well as other,
authors on this subject, as has been most satisfactorily shewn by
that professional scholar, Dr. Mason Good. The Levitical code
had for its primary object, to draw a line of separation between
the Jews and their idolatrous neighbours, for purposes which we
all know, and which it would be out of place to discuss here.
But it may not be improper to remark, that the regulations im-
posed by that code, were, in a mere human sense, the wisest that
could have been enacted for the preservation of the health of the
people. The instructions, as to the selection of diet, the observ-
ance of cleanliness and frequent ablution, so peremptorily
enforced, were admirably adapted for their personal comfort,
while they subserved the higher and more holy purpose of main-
taiping a purer faith than the surrounding nations. The same
may be said of the distinction between clean and unclean beasts,
and the prohibition against eating blood, which, in a climate like
theirs, was well calculated to preserve them from the bodily,
as well as moral, diseases of their neighbours. We see how they
drew the divine displeasure upon themselves, when they mur-
mured in the wilderness, and cried, ¢ Who shall give us flesh
to eat?” Quails were given in wrath, and a deadly plague was
the consequence. Whenever, indeed, the divine command was
disobeyed, mnot only the personal happiness, but health, of the
people, was made to suffer. At the rebellion of Korah, a plague
broke out, by which 14,000 perished ; and after the Midianitish -
festival, a pestilence broke out in the camp, by which 24,000
persons died. Foremost in the tremendous catalogue of calami-
ties, denounced through the medium of Mosés, as the punishment
of apostacy, is this, ¢ The Lord shall smite thee with a consump-
tion, and with a fever, and with an inflammation, and with an
extreme burning ;” and in a few verses below, ¢ The Lord will
smite thee with the botch of Egypt, and with the emerods, and

* Lucretius adopted the common opinion.
Est Elephas morbus qui propter flumina Nili

Gignitur Egypto in medid, neque pratered usquam.
De Rer. Nat. vi. 1112
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with the scab, and with the itch, whereof thou canst not be
healed. The Lord shall smite thee with madness, and blindness,
and astonishment.”” In Leviticus, I will even appoint over you
terror, consumption, and the burning ague.” I shall not, in this
place, enter into the objections made to some of the terms adopted
in our translation. Some of them might, perhaps, with propriety,
be altered, but it is of the last importance to bear in mind the
distinction between these penal visitations, and those natural
diseases which happen to all men of every age or nation. How
awfully the above denunciations were executed, the reader of the
Jewish history will find too frequent proofs in the sequel of
Jewish apostacy. But in the more auspicious periods of their
history, while under the especial favour of Heaven, they did not
enjoy any immunity from the ordinary deviations from health.
So long as they maintained inviolate the great truths confided to
their care, human affairs seemed to take their ordinary course,
and, though a blessing was promised on their exertions, yet it was
not conferred upon indolence, for it is said, ‘“ the idle soul shall
suffer hunger.”” We see, for instance, among the blessings of
obedience, fruitful seasons are promised, but these fruitful sea-
sons were to crown, and not to supersede, the labour of the
husbandman ; and we do not find that they neglected to till the
ground. The same was the case with the preservation of health ;
and at those periods when they had the greatest reason to rely
upon the Divine favour, they did not neglect the ordinary means
for preventing and healing diseases. Indeed, King Asa is re-
proved for placing his confidence in physicians, when he bad a
very painful disease in his feet, and for not applying to the Lord.*
And it is clear, from the sentence of our Saviour, ¢ they that be
whole need not a physician, but they that are sick ;> that it was
a general custom to resort to medical aid in seasons of sickness.
St. Mark, indeed, speaks of one poor woman, as ¥oMa wa%ovsa vwo
moMawy sargwr.  And the same appears in other passages. Ithas
been said that the priests were the physicians, because to them
belonged the office of distinguishing the several sorts of leprosy,
but there is no proof that they interfered, in other respects, more
medico, at least it does not appear to have been the case in the
latter ages of the Hebrew theocracy. Josephust gives us no
assistance in this question. He states, indeed, that the Essenes
studied the nature and cure of diseases, and the medicinal pro-
perties of herbs and minerals, but with a few exceptions, he is

* 2 Chron. xvi. 12.  Dr. Outram, in Libro de Sacrificiis, states, that among
the Prefects of the Temple, there was one who presided over the medical officers
attached to the service of the Temple. ¢ Decimus (Prefectus) iis praefuit
medicis, quibus commissa fuit cura sacerdotum, qui cum Sanctuarii pavimento
discalceatr versarentur, dysenterid sepe laborabant.” This would not be the
case if the priests themselves practiced physic.

-+ Josephus, in speaking of the sickness of Hezekiah, says that the physicians
despaived of him, and expected no good issue of his sickness.—Vol. 2, p. 51.
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silent on those points that sho;iﬂ(fl illl]ustrate th: p:::::l :lti “il;s:g
r
sciences among the Jews. We find, however, : .
i ici the natural history o
to the Jewish physicians. In reviewing the
t‘l)xe Bible, it ispevident that, though much light has been shtig
upon it by the researches of learned travellers, much rellna}‘n_s
be explained both in the animal, mineral, and vegetable king-
doms. 1t is from the latter of these that the Hebrew ptgysxclaTns
appe:;r to have drawn the largest portion of their remedies. To
that subject, therefore, I shall dedicate the fo(lll?m:lhg; Ii;ligb‘:’ ;ﬁ;
i diseases mentioned 1 y
serving some account of the e
ber of your Reporter. Itis said in Scrip
b g‘:)tll;l:oz“;?)aiz of t};'ees from the cedar in Libanon, even to tbg
hyssop that springs on the wall ;” and by s;:yn:: !lea;?u 3:3}:?)s§y
is

even to have composed a work on botany, whic '

i i i k had been seen by any
Arabian writers; but if such a worl - y

i iter, it is di t, though the wor
Arabian writer, it is difficult to conceive that, sk the et
i lost, no part of its contents, no extract,

;:::Lf “;-z!s-:argzd’ H atpany rate, if it ever exxstec'i,. it has shared thf:
fate o? many other of that Monart(:ll.x’s composn;uot:z,e té)mt;l;e 51:?:}1
ists of all succeeding ages. In
regret of naturalists o 'y hoses, Db
i he seems to have selected from g
t?g;sdol::js lslglx:: “of its richest productions,s’" to 1!lustra§e,d ‘:g'dcotrlr:;

t i i times, in N
i he beauty of his royal bride. Some , ind
fgr;slox?;tturzliset slz’ews his acquaintance with the physical pro-f
e}xl-ties of bodies. In Prov. xxv. 20, he compares the singing ot
ls)ovnge to a heavy heart, to the action of vm(fe‘gar OI; Eanon;s(:]l?e
itre, translation has it,) and this, as far as I know,

glx'tsrte ;-:csoggrofr the difference between an acull)]and at.‘n :v]::il; ll:;

Id paint an emblem o s
another place, when he would p ) eyl

« the horse leech has two daughters, give, give.’

?:gts::ha;t:r of Ecclesiastes his por}ralllture %{'Old ag‘sv 11:1 ?:;]:e;:

i i orrect, than poetically sublime. :
&}L{Zl(;)lgagl::i?}lll}l’ycﬁgurative of the decay f?f hthe (:lxﬂ'e;entefsl;,x;g:}?;

i the metaphorical lapguageof that chapter,
(t)lt; hgﬁﬁﬁa “or egen the silver cord be loosed, or t!ne go]dﬁn
boewl be broli{,en or the pitcher be broken at1 ]t‘he ftounta(.im, l(:; Otw;a
¢ i »  Every intelligent reader

wheel broken at the cistern ? yu ope

i i descriptive of the approac
that this verse is anatomically e Soprosch

t the silver cord here spoken of 1s

S;?;Ziis%ngntg aby the golden bowl we are tob undf(tars;a..:]sd‘,‘ th:t i((:)ll-las-
1 ith its brainular contents, broken or ereft of its fun .
E:;?h::t:alnsth;ie be much dOl;bt, but that the pitcher broken

* Among others, he enumerates the spikenard, myrrh, camphir:l; ce.dar, ;:1:
i he apple tree, the fig tree, the vine, &c.
f Sharon, lily of the valley, t . :

r’I(";Z 0frequem ’recurrence of metaphorical expressions to natural objects, :}I,::
particularly to plants and trees, is so characteristic of the l'lebrsecv:i P:)::Z’there
it might be almost called the botanical poetry. In the fiacx-ezlm]y :; i
5 anical terms, which none use so frequ ets.

e s of 0 botae ’ Michaelis’ note upon Lowth, sec. vi.
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at the fountain, represents the heart. Plato calls the heart
wnyny Tov wepipeposutyov opodews aupmaros the fountain of the briskly cir-
eulating blood, and = is the very word the Seventy use for the
Hebrew word translated fountain.

The heart, the liver, and the kidnies, have each been supposed
to be siguified by the wheel broken at the cistern, but, after all
the ingenuity exercised to make good the claim of each of these
viscera, may it not mean the aortal curvature, which receives
and transmits the blood to every part of the body ? Whatever
be the true solution of this point, there is every thing in this
verse to shew that Solomon, either from the animals slain in
sacrifices, or other sources, was not ignorant of the general
anatomy of the human body, and perhaps of the nature of some
of its more important functions.

In short, the whole of the sacred volume abounds with illus-
trations borrowed from natural history, and the beauty, and
sometimes even the meaning, of passages, is obscured by the
erroneous medium through which we view them. The English
names employed in our translation are occasionally incorrect,
being given at a time when a knowledge of ancient natural his-
tory, and particularly of oriental botany, was more imperfect
than it now is; and even now we find much diversity of opinion
in the accounts of modern travellers, who have investigated the
natural history of Palestine. For my own part, I cannot see
how it is possible to write the natural history of any country
from ocular inspection, without residing in it during every season
of the year, for every season has its botanical productions.
Bruce, indeed, says, that in describing the plants, &c. which he
saw in his travels, he made it a constant rule to give the prefer-
ence to such of each kind as are mentioned in Scripture, and he
has certainly added much to our stores of knowledge ; but still it
is to be desired that some competent traveller, with a greater
knowledge of oriental languages, and especially of the Hebrew,
than falls to the lot of travellers in general, should first qualify
himself by an acquaintance with every branch of natural history,
before he commences the task. And after all, unless he is pre-
pared to protract the period of his residence in the Holy Land to
some years’ duration, he will have to rely upon others for much
of his information.

Much was to be expected from the early writings of the
Arabian physicians, but such authors of that nation, as are now
extant, have afforded but little light upon the subject; and even
that little, it is affirmed, has been borrowed from the Greeks. It
is highly probable that, at the taking of Alexandria by the Sara-
cens, a new era arose in the medical literature of the Arabians,
and that many very valuable remedies were introduced into the
medical practice of that country. Still it is quite evident, that
many of the names of plants in use among the Arabs of the pre-
sent day, are not of Grecian, but of Hebrew origin. A constant
intercourse has existed in all ages, betwixt the two contiguous
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territories of Arabia and Palestine, and the Arabian language
probably more nearly approached to a dialect of the Hebrew in
ancient times than it now does. In those days the names of
plants bore a great similarity in both languages. 1.Even at tfhe
present day, the resemblance is still to be traced.*, que, or
instance, a few examples which I have selected from different

works, out of many others.

Hebrew. Arab. Latin.
Taphuah, Tyffah, Pyrus Malus.

Aran, Ornus.
Oren, . o
Shoreh, Shair, ordeum.
Phual, Phoulon, Faba.

Ers Cedrus.
Erez, > :
Arabim, Orebim, Salix. .
Cammon, Kimmun, Ct'xmmmum.
Teenah, Tijn, chus. '
Berosh, Beraiet, Pinus Abies.
Lutz, Luz, Amygdalus.
Esob, Suph, Hys?sopus.
Rothem, Ratam, J:xmperus.
Nard, Nard, Nardus.

Can there be a question that these Arabian plants derive their
names from a Hebrew origin, and that before the many revolu-
tions which Arabia has sustained both in her civilization ?nd
language, this similarity was much greater. Itis true:i, ina te;
times, the Arabian physicians were in the habit of 'StthIag ai
borrowing from Greek writers, but from whom did the Gree sf
borrow many of their remedies? We have the authority o
Herodotus for stating that the Greeks learned the name xivvauwuoy
from the Pheenicians, the neighbours of the Jews; and we kno\lvi
that a great proportion of the aromatics 1n use by the G:lee
physicians, such as cassia, myrrha, olibanum, galbanum, fole:,
&e. came from the East. And as the East was the cradle of the
arts and sciences, it is not improbable that the art of medicine
not only began, but was carried to a higher pitch there in the
primitive ages of the world, than can be proved by existing
documents. . The works of the Greek physicians bave had the
good fortune to reach our age, and we know how prone that
nation was to extol their own merits at the expense of others.
Had any of the works of Jewish physicians been preserved to
the respective pretensions of the two might have been

e/ different basis.t One feature in Biblical, as well as

placed on a

* Many of the pharmaceutical terms still employed, are of Arabian origin,

e. g. alcohol, naptha, camphor, julep, syrup, &c. ' .
i Solomo;l says, o’f writing books, there is no end. It is hardly conceivable,
that amidst such a profusion of books, there should not have been the usual

proportion on the subject of the healing art.
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oriental botany in general, is the profusion of spicy drugs, which,
indeed, are indigenous in eastern countries ; and with that won-
derful concinnity which pervades the works of creation, these
productions are admirably adapted to the wants and diseases of
the inhabitants.* It is probable that many aromatics mentioned
in Secripture, were brought from the neighbouring countries.
Indeed, we find it stated that the Arabian merchants, who bought
Joseph, were laden with spices, balm and myrrh, from Gilead.
What this balm of Gilead was, whether the balsamum so much
celebrated by Pliny, Tacitus, and others, for its medicinal virtues,
and said to be the product of Judza only; or whether it is the
resin of the Terebinthus, as Bochart maintains, or some other
oily resinous substance, is not quite satisfactorily decided. It is,
however, frequently mentioned in Scripture, and that its sanative
properties were held in no mean estimation, is clear from the
passage, “Is there no balm in Gilead, is there no physician
there ?’  The baalshemen or balsam tree, brought by the queen
of Sheba, (according to Josephus,) as a present to Solomon, who
was celebrated for his collection of exotics, is by some thought
to have produced the balm of Gilead. That it did, indeed, grow
in the native country of the queen of Sheba, there is every reason
to believe from the authority of Strabo, who says, ¢ In that most
happy land of the Sabzans, grow the frankincense, myrrh, and
cinnamom ; and in the coast that is about Saba, the balsam also.”’
If, however, this balsam is the same as that brought from Gilead
in Judeea, by the merchants who bought Joseph, then it is clear
that Josephus is wrong in saying that it was first introduced into
Palestine by the queen of Sheba; at any rate, we find no such
plant described by modern travellers in the Holy Land, as in all
respects coincides with the Scriptural balm of Gilead.

The aloe, also, is another of those drugs used as a perfume,
and for embalming the dead. From it was extracted the gum
used in medicine. The lign-aloesis described by Calmet as about
8 or 10 feet high, having under the bark three sorts of wood.
The last or odoriferous portion, is esteemed in the east more
precious than gold. It is also said to be at present, and probably
was, in remote ages, used medicinally in the same manner as
other aromatics. In the list of odoriferous herbs, which have
divided the opinions of learned naturalists, is the Hebrew dudaim,
which in our version is translated mandrakes ; and, indeed, this
appears to me a much more likely plant than lilies, jasmins, lote
tree, violets, &c. -each of which has been, by different authors,
supposed to be the true interpretation of the flowers gathered

* Various passages allude to the use of plants and herbs in the cure of
diseases. Ezekiel speaks of trees, of which the fruit shall be for meat, and the
leaf thereof for medicine. In Proverbs, the herbs of the mquntain are gathered.
xxvii, 25.

.
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by Reuben. The dudaim gives a smell, says the Song }?f SOI(I))I'H:CI;’
whose authority is the best that could be had on this }slu ] ]i
But it is to the fruit, rather than the flowers, that t ism{eld
appertains, and itis the fruit which, among th((ai Gre:):sssesaS i
Romans, as well as among the Jews, was supposed to p vl
virtue to remove sterility. One of the titles of Venus wals_ S
dragoritis, and the emperor Julian, in his epistle to ~Ca 1;@11251',
says that he drinks the juice of mandrakes, to act as :; p“ : ‘z;
Dioscorides, too, before his time, says of the root, dox t ece
@irTewy evas mommixn.  Fven in our day, a s.uperstmoul? 1.mp§(r)r M:-al
is attached to this plant in some countries, though 1tsy ce?:ble
use has long since been exploded. Another of the vege s
products familiar to every reader of Scripture, 1s manna. M
are told by Seetzen and Burckbardt, that manna hls a nath :)f
production, which distills from the tgmansk, in the mon s
June, and that the Arabs still collect it, and .contl'mile tohc? e
mann. But it is important always to bear in mmB, tha e
quantity so collected, is very small in any year. fui‘. as the
learned Dr. Harris has observed, in his late most usefu wo(r1 ,e
this kind of manna is purgative, and the stpmach coufld nfot eln u{n
it in such quantity as is implied by its being eatenuor t(})}m o o
short, he adds, (what indeeq must be obvious to a l,) ) .te ‘h(,u]d
history of giving manna is miraculous, not merely tha l11 st e
fall in such immense quantities as to supply so large a osh, but
that the supply should take place at §tated times, ‘]'ust w ;3 h
was most wanted. It is compage(]il,. in Fhe I}f)(l)lialc account,
iander seed in shape, and to bdellium in colour. )
COI']I;LT;, Lll)'erhaps, of }:)111 aromatic plants mentioned mdS(ilrlplt)l;lS‘tias,
the nard was considered the most precious. It formed the s
of an ointment very costly and odoriferous. Itis twice lr)xgtnea;d
the Song of Solomon, and two varieties of it, (one Ara.dlan o
the other Indian,) supposed to be mtended.“ Dl(lqscoE': einathe
distinguishes the “ nardus Syriaca” from the In 1caf: i
opinion of the best commentators, it was the l_atter 0 - (is h“‘ve
was poured on the head of our Saviour, who is thougd tp e
had in view the remoteness of the country of its pro lllC ;](?lrl)l, an
that most striking passage,  Wheresoever this Gospel s
ached,” &ec. ) .
pr?l‘ll(]‘(lalhnll,ur of the Old Testament, and guugra of the Nevs", 1sff)1:l|l
myrrh, which is still, as then, imporled into otll?r‘ cognt‘n'etsofxt)ho
the coast of Arabia. We know that this drug formed par >

* T had prepared a list of the Hebrew names of plants mem.io:xetv;1 ;nw(t)lrxi
Bible, with a view to its insertion in this place, but on lately perumf), {oen
I have above alluded to, this task has Leen so much more al')l}: perto.rme'L 4 th‘h
I cannot do better than refer my readers to it, not only .for mror‘n;atu;;l::z I
particular, but in every point relating to the n'nn{ral h.xrs‘tm'y of tfe 1‘ b._ect
have derived the most important assistance from it, in this branch of my subject,

and recommend it to the perusal of every biblical student.
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most costly ointments, and was probably then, as now, used
medicinally. It formed part of the present made by the Magi at
the birth of our Saviour, and wine mingled with myrrh was
offered to him at the crucifixion. If the owos eomveviomevos was
given, as some commentators maintain, to blunt the pangs of
dissolution, it was, at any rate, rejected by our Lord, and would |
furnish a strong argument against the too general practice of 1
resorting to stupefactive remedies, to lull the agonies of death. 1
But, on the other hand, it is thought by most, that nothing more ‘
was intended than a bitter draught of some kind, offered by the
Roman Soldiery in mockery to his sufferings. The similarity of
mar, (which signifies gall,) to mur, myrrh, in the Hebrew lan-
guage, may serve to reconcile any apparent discrepance.

It is well known that frequent mention is made both in the Old ]
and New Testament, of hyssop. From the accounts of rodern
travellers, it seems to have been a smaller than our common
species of hyssop. It had its Hebrew name from its supposed
detersive properties, (vide Parkhurst’s Hebrew Lexicon,) and was g
used in sprinkling the blood of the paschal lamb. Its use at the <
Crucifixion is considered as typical of the purifying virtue of the
sufferings of Christ. Its medical virtues, however, do not appear ‘
to be highly appreciated at the present day. It is oftener used \
in cases of pectoral affections, thanin any other class of diseases.

The cassia of the Bible, is the kiddah of the Hebrews. The
same is mentioned also by heathen writers, Herodotus and Pliny,
who acknowledge that they received it, as well as myrrh and 1
cinnamon, from the East.* \

Of the other aromatics recorded in the sacred volume, the

history is familiar to your readers. The avfov (in Matthew xxiii.
23,) is not, as our translation has it, anise, but dill, which seems
to have been used as an ingredient in medical compounds of
former ages, as well as in our time. So have both mint and
cummin ; (vide Celsus.) Ofthe camphire, the cane and galbanum,
the first is described by Mr. Harmer in his commentary on Solo-
mon’s Song ; the second is supposed to have been one of those l
plants presented by the queen of Sheba to Solomon, and probably
cultivated in Judza, as Theophrastus says thatit grew near
Mount Libanus. The galbanum, a Syrian plant, was an ingre-
dient in the holy incense of the Jews, and as we know that other
nations of antiquity used it very extensively in medicine, it may

* Josephus’ strange account of the root baaras, was probably derived from
the Magicians. He says, ¢ its colour is like that of flame, and towards the ’ [
evening it sends out a certain ray like lightning, and that it is certain death to
those that touch it, unless any one take and hang the root itself down from his
hand, and so carry it away ; or they tie a dog to it, and when the dog tries to
follow him that tied him, this root is easily plucked, but the dog dies imme-
diately, nor after this need any one be afraid of taking it into their hands. Ifit
be brought to sick persons, it drives away all demons!!” Vide Joseph, lib.
vii. 3.
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fairly be presumed that its virtues in this respect were not
unknown in Judea. The Hebrew word rush or rash, was &n;
tended to denote some poisonous and perhaps bitter herbl; an le
is joined in some passages with wormwood. Can it be the Taga
as is mentioned 1n this passage of Celsus, ¢ Tum ipsa ulc t
perunguenda s:]mt melle, c:i rhus, quem Syriacum vocant, au
arze nuces adjecte sunt. )
3'anle bitter heers with which the Jews were comtpanded to l\egp
their passover, are not specifically named in Scripture, bll)xt the
Jewish writers reckon five species, which are supposed to eB E::
tansy, chamomile, taraxacum, yvild lettuce, aqd centaury. bab‘lle
as no precise directions are given on th1§ point, itis gro1 :
that others were used with a similar intention. The typica e}:ln;
dency of this injunction is familiar to all, and it is %(?ﬂ}illm tOI::
such a practice must, in many instances, have proved highly con-
ducive to the preservation of their health. na
Fearful of having encroached too largely on your p(aigets, e
subject which, however interesting to the biblical St(lil enl, hally
possess less attractive features to the.professmnal reader, sf o é
at present, content myself with having enumerated's?:ne (; the
principal plants recorded in Scripture. A much _lur,,her [E)ole
than could be allowed, would be requisite to comprise t ehw ; .
We unfortunately possess no ancient documents to shlew;‘ owedz;r
these Scriptural plants and herbs were made available ?lr::; th;
cal purposes, but that many of the'm were so used, we :(11 ther‘
evidence of the Scriptures, along with that of Josephus and o i
ancient writers. We find, indeed, but 1nc1deqtal allusions, bu
still they establish the fact; all that we want is a more cuj:unsl-
stantial detail. When I find, too, in Greek and Roman Wntell; ,t
allusions to Jewish and Arabian medical practice, 1 car:lnf) :d
regard that as another unexceptionable testimony of the a A‘ artx’gan
state of our art among the Jews. Two Jewish and qil'e r? t;, n
formula are given in Celsus alone. Indeed, the vitiligo 0f . l?e
author is so similar in its threefold. division, to the bl:zraé 01 .
Levitical leprosy, that it is almost difficult to believe lt1 hat ijusa t
was ignorant of the Mosaic description. But on t lli point, a9
well as on other diseases mentioned in Scripture, it wil : ehm?re i
place to speak on some future occasion, if, mdeefi,h ha“idn[
already trcspassed too largely on tl)0§e pages, \V_hl(;Q S{' (;um(:re
admit, be restricted, as much as possible, to subjects o

practical nature.

* Vi . lib. 6, cap. xi. )

+ t\lsd Z (i;fcirl:lllnﬁf;f zfmbian practice in the days of Celsus, the Arabian
composition for an application, “ad strumam et phyn%ata., »
¢« Habet myrrha, salis ammoniaci, thuris, rc.sinze et liquidee et a1:1 ie, cx;(:,.
comagmatis, cere, singulorum, p. i, lapidis ejus quem mupirny vocant p. 1v.
quibus adjiciunt Sulphuris, p. ii.”
lib. v. page 263-73.

> is as follows:

For the two Jewish formulas, vide Cels.
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On the State of the MEpIcAL ART among the JEWS, as
recorded in the BIBLE.

BY J. K. WALKER, M. D., HUDDERSFIELD.
[cONTINUED FROM PAGE 173.]

| HAVE stated the great difficulty there existed in arriving at
any aceurate conclusion, on many points relating to the natural
history of the Hebrew nation, in the absence of sufficient light to.
guide us in this interesting research. It is the want of such
information, that has prevented us from seeing the full beanty
and meaning of many incidental references to beasts, birds and
plants, to be met with in various parts of holy writ, as well as
the propriety and aptitude of many allusions to their nature and
habits. I felt the truth of this, in the cursory glance I took, in
a former number, of the principal vegetable productions recorded
in Scripture, and the consequent uncertainty there was in de-
ciding upon the proper name for many of the species there
mentioned. The same difficulty obtains in the biblical allusions
to the mineral kingdom. The only two metals recorded in Scrip-
ture, as in use anterior to the deluge, are brass and iron. In
the days of Abraham, silver was used in transacting the com-
merce of the country, for in negotiating for the purchase of a
burying place, it is said that Abraham weighed 400 shekels of
silver, current money, with the merchant, and at the same period
gold is mentioned as used in female ornaments. Lead, also, is
mentioned, with five other species of metals, in Numbers, xxxi.
21, < only the gold and the silver, the brass, the iron, the tin,
H2 ’
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and the lead.”* In very ancient times, copper was used for {ht
same purposes for which we now use iron. Job speaks of bows
of steel, as our version calls it, but the original word *¢ nehesh’’
will not bear any such construction, but means copper; and
when the Philistines had Sampson in their power, they bound
him with fetters of copper, which is also erroneously translated
brass.t Tinis frequently mentioned in the Old Testament. That
the properties of tin, as well as other metals, were not unknown
to the Jews, seems probable from various passages. Silver, for
instance, is said of all the metals to suffer most from an admix-
ture of tin. Does not this shew the propriety of the denunciations
of Jehovah, by the prophet Isaiah, ch. 1. 25, for having compared
the Jewish people to silver, he deelares, I will purge away
thy dross, and remove thy particles of tin,”” which appears to
signify that God would purify the Jews from all reprobate
admixture. Of antimony,t which is insome places termed phuph,
in others, cohol; the use appears to have been common among
the Jews. It seems expressly to have been used as a kind of
paint, with which the women blackened their eyes. And it is
most probable that it was originally used for the relief of certain
disorders of the eyes, and afterwards as an ointment, for I find
its application commended by Galen, as useful in strengthening
the eyes, opBxrmes de Tovagess Tw dia T Ppuyis Abe ypumevos Lnpw xoAAUpiw.
Many other mineral productions and precious stones are named
in Scripture; such as agate, bdellium, carbuncle, chalcedony,
diamond, jasper, onyx, emerald, sapphire, topaz,§ &c. which all

* Of the mode of working these metals, we have no account ; nothing but
incidental allusion. It is said, for instance, in Ezekiel, ¢ that the house of
Israel is become as dross, all of them are as copper and tin, and iron, and lead,
in the midst of the furnace they are as the dross of silver. Therefore, because
ye are all of you become dross, I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem,
as men gather silver and copper, and iron, and lead, and tin, into the midst of
the furnace, to blow the fire upon them, to melt them.”

+ The word brass occurs frequently in our translation of the Bible, but that i+
is a mixed metal, for the making of which we are indebted to the 13th century. [
There can be little doubt that copper is the metal intended.

+ Ezekiel, describing the irregularities of the Jewish nation, under the idea
of a debauched woman, says, ‘“thou didst dress thine eyes with eohol, which
the Septuagint render esigils Tes opfarues gov.

§ For an account of all these, and the passages where they are introduced,
vide Dr. Harris, whose work I have already mentioned. There is a remark of ‘
Bishop Patrick on the subject of the lily, so beautifully introduced in various .
parts of Scriptare, to which, as it is new to me, I beg to advert in this place. ‘
As in Cantic. v. 13, the lips are compared to the lily ; he supposes the lily here
instanced, to be the same which, on account of its deep red colour, is called by
Pliny ¢ rubens lilium,” and which, he tells us, was much esteemed in Syria.

Such may have been the lily mentioned in Matthew vi. 28-30, for the royal ‘
robes were purple. ¢ Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow, they toil I,
not, neither do they spin, and yet I say unto you that even Solomon in all his [
glory was not arrayed like one of these.””
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shew to what a pitch civilization and refinement hﬁd at;zsuu::é
and with these, a corresponding pruﬁmenc_y in the ar an
sciences. The animal kingdom, too, lends its stores to er; o
and illustrate the writings of inspiration. The mstanc;s a:‘ e
numerous to be meationed here. The lion, the elep ant, b
camel, the eagle, hyena, fox, wyolf, and many othler blelafiesd "
birds are either expressly mentioned or incidentally allu - .
In all these cases, a knowledge of natural history is necessary,
to appreciate the force and propriety of certain express_.lones, arlln
in some instances to understand the meamng o‘flthe pa}fsialg S
that passage, for instance, where it is said, < if h;: fha :sssa !
egg, will he offer him a scorpion;” the beauty of the preadger,
in part, depends upon a circumstapce not known to everyt b ths;
'The scorpion is here contrasted with an egg, on accoun g4
oval shape of its body. The body of the scorpion 1s vtha}; e
an egg. Bochart has produced testimonies to proie g
scorpion in Judaa were about the bigness of an gkg:t,.l i s
adduce many examples of a similar kind, which séri m% y s
how much the beauty of some passages, and how mt;}c ev o
sense of others is lost or impaired by inattention to tbe auxaid ifl
licht of natural history. Enough, however, has f?eﬁ Seader
this and the preceding paper, to draw the attention g. t esrion =
to this interesting subject. I shall now resume the lls%l‘lfsit -
the various diseases of which fnentlon is made in Hodyd axs‘ ,ecu-
among the first of these, we find the leprosy recorde Stgveq
liarly prevalent among the Israelites. There were ma‘nyeﬂ-a;,dé(i
and many varieties, of the disease, some of which were reg
as i ious, others not so.
- \lVrllfleocet:/?.\lxl' would understand this subject thoroughly, m(\ll_st st:;lsy
the diagnostic symptoms of leprosy, and other analogl?ﬁls ‘ ﬁg?viné
as enumerated in the 12th chapter of Leviticus. e fo owing
are some of the directions laid down by the divine (lla“};glﬁgi;- o
there appeared a rising, a scz.lb, or bright spot, ank't e ks
turned white, and the eruption deepe_‘r than the s m,} i
pronounced to be leprosy. It.sometlmes, however, nappe noi
that in its early stage, the bright spot was to .apl.)egr:irﬁgs By
deeper than the skin, and the hair not turned white ; 11}11 i
it was bound up for seven days, when, if no ch'imge z;’efore .
place, another seven days were permitted to elapse, i
was again examined by the priest. Ifit wasnot a case 0 an;:i d{(i
the eruption commonly assumed a darker appearap(;:?, e
not spread, and the patient, in this case, was consxd t:rcsthe .
but if the priest saw clear_ly' that the scab had spr%a md e s
it was regarded as an incipient leprosy. In acor(l1 lt'}r]nee “?as g’l;
the eruption was white, as well as the ha}r, an 'er Bty
appearance of *quick raw flesh.” This last sy m;;ead .
regarded as decisive,lfor l:lowevter m.l:lc]h tthidfp::iy fsigsh i; o
long it had lasted, yet, withou 2 Taw .
::gtw:evge;rdedbas a case of unclean leprosy. The 'dlszppear:a‘:g(s:
of the rawness altered its character, and the afflicted ma
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pronounced clean. It is evident that in a leprous diathesis,
almost any eruption, or cutancous lesion, might terminate in
leprosy ; and accordingly, we find Moses laying down rules for
this class of cases, in which the above distinctions are repeated,
Leprosy, in such habits, frequently supervened on a common
boil, orafter a burn, and the appearance of a white spot or white
hair, was conclusive testimony of the unclean malady. If in any
sore on the head, which was deeper than the skin, thin yellow
hair was seen, it was regarded as a leprous scull. There are
also various instructions given in this chapter, which were to
guide the priest in detecting the leprosy in clothes. The*infected
part is described as greenish or reddish, and the garment $o
infected was ordered to be burnt, if, after seven days, the infec-
tion had spread ; but if it had not spread, it was only washed.
If no change of colour ensued after such washing, it was then
burnt ; but where the colour of infection disappeared, after a
second washing, it was pronounced clean.

We have also similar directions in cases of house leprosy, where
the infection appeared on the walls of the house with hollow
streaks, of a greenish or reddish colour, which penetrated the
wall.  If, after the lapse of seven days, the infection was spread,
the law was, that the stones so infected should be taken ont of
the building, and the adjacent parts of the wall scraped, and the
dust removed without the city ; other stones and mortar were
introduced in their place.  But if, after such repair, the infection
re-appeared, the house was pulled down, and its materials, stone,
mortar and timber, were all carried out of the city. Such were

the laws for leprous infections, for the leprosy of a garment, and

of a house.t

We have nothing in the Mosaic account of leprosy, that assi-
milates it to elephantiasis, the symptoms of which, such as thick
skin, fierce and staring eyes, hoarse voice, and falling of the
bair, have no place in the Levitical deseription, yet how frequently
are the two discases confounded. Dr. Good, who brought the
weight of his great learning to its consideration, has removed

* As I cannot give any satisfactory comment on this point, I shall only refer
the reader to the original text.

+ In Levitic. xii. the period of a woman’s confinement in child-bed, was a
period of uncleanness.  For a space of seven days, while the lochia were present,
she was considered in the same light as a woman removed ; afterwards she was
regarded as clean, but still confined to her house, on the birth of a daughter
for 33 days, and on that of a son 66. Even the catamenia were regarded as
impurities, and that this was the case ‘in the infancy of the world, is clear from
the answer of Rachel, in the 31st Genesis, 35th verse. And where there was
a running issue, (as our version calls it,) the person so infected was unclean,
as well as whomsoever he touched. The bed on which he lay, the stool or
bench on which he sat, became unclean. Moses gave no laws relative to the
plague, which is often mentioned in Scripture, aud commonly rendered pesti-
Ience.
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much of the obscurity attached to this subject. The cutaneon(s‘
blemishes which had a tendency to terminate 1n leprosy, ah
which are enumerated in Leviticus, are briefly arranged by Dr.
Good as follows :—

1. Saat—Herpes or tetter, sxn, Sept ; an irritated cicatrix.

. Saphat—Psoriasis, or dry scale ; dry sahafata.

Netek—Porrigo, or humid scale ; moist sahafata. .

. Berat—Leuce, bright white scale ; the critical. sign of contagtous leprosy.
. Boak— Alphos, dull white scale ; the critical sign of uncontagious leprosy.
. Nega—Ictus, blow or bruise, apn Sept. )

. Shechin—Furunculus, or boil, as in Job ii. 7. ) )

. Mecutash—Anthrax, or carbuncle, literally a fiery inflammation.

-

=3 S =R

It appears, from the Mosaic account, that t};]g L)r:ghtd;sv;);;z
leprosy was the most obstinate of all the forms which the Soars
assumes. Some change took place in the rete chost;lm, rorp
the white appearance of the hair. The pathognolmnc c lz:il;:c o
dweit upon by the Hebrew legislator, were a glossy v(vi
spreading scale, upon an elevated base, the elevatlo]u ke}}),ri i
in the middle, but without a change of colour, the bl acP ]a :ine
the patches, which is the natural colour of the hair in Pa ets a“,
participating in whiteness, and the patches themselvlels lperpf(‘e :;lhes)é
widening their outline: a concurrence of the whole o]' °
characters was necessary to constitute a soraf, or ma };gn‘%{m
leprosy.* Common as this form of leprosy was‘anll_;mg tt ethe:-:
brews, during and subsequent to their residence in Egypt, !
is no evidence to shew that it was known among that pole((l)pe
antecedently. 1t is more probable, the degrada.tlon and thrad om
to which tlfcy were reduced,. the nature of their la(;mur 1111n s,rszz
burning sun, with their bodies continually expose todt' e t;ll X
of brick fields ; to which may be added, impoverished d1.et, a
all these proved predisponent causes of cutaneouil l159::5(35.
From the Hebrew word tsorat, the Greeks borrowed the (lelrm
psora, and itis probable, as Dr. Good observes, t.ha't psora, wtc;n
first introduced into the Greek tongue, was of similar impor 3
the Hebrew ; but it soon gave way to the older term Lepra, an
having thus lost its primitive signification, it seems to ag%\van;
dered in scarch of a meaning, being used variously at differen

* The boak mentioned in Levit. xiii. 39, was an uncontagious leprosy. We
are informed in Niebuhr’s Description de I Arabie, p. 119, 'that one of}‘ltllx(e
species of leprosy, to which the Arabs are subject, is by them still c:llcd bol :]a( ;
but that is neither contagious nor mortal ; and in the x.\ote, p- 120, Fo}:s al
adds, “The Arabs call a sort of leprosy, in which sox.ne little spots shew them-
selves here and there on the body, behagq, and it is, without doubt, the same as
is named boak—Lev. xiii.”” He further says, I saw at M.okha, a Jew who
had the leprosy ¢bohak.” The spots of it are of unequa} sizes ; they d]o not
appear shining, they are but very little raised above the skm3 and donotc umg(.:
the colour of the hair ; les taches sont d’un blanc obscur tirant sur le rouge 3
the spots arc of an obscure white, inclining to red.”
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times, sometimes to express one meaning, and sometimes another,
till at last it was adopted to designate the psoriasis of the present
classification—vide Dr. Good.

By attending to the account given of the sufferings of Job, it
seems probable that the disease under which he laboured, was a
modification of elephantiasis. He was smitten with sore boils
from the sole of hig foot to the crown of his head. His skin was
broken and loathsome, and covered with an eruptive disease, with
burning pains in the bones, and great swelling, and so enlarged
was his body, that, to use his own language, ¢ by the great force
of my disease is my garment changed, it bindeth me about as the
collar of my coat; my skin is black upon me,” &c. The
emerods is another disease frequently alluded to in the Old Tes-
tament, and which probably resembled in its character the
haemorrhoidal tumors of modern nosologists.* We have diseases
of the bowels, consumption, dropsy, epilepsy, fevers, gout,
gonorrheea, and other maladies, either mentioned or alluded to,
as well as the operation of circumcision, castration, &c. Itis
probable that the application of herbs to wounds and sores, was
known to the Hebrew faculty ; we know that oils and emollient
applications were. This may be inferred from the following
passage of the prophet Isaiah; ¢ from the sole of the foot even
unto the head, there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and
bruises, and putrifying sores ; they have not been closed, neither
bound up, neither mollified with ointment.”> The passage in
Proverbs iii. 8; ¢“it shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to
thy bones,”’ is another illustration borrowed from our art, and
alludes to the practice prevalent in eastern countries to this day,
of external medicaments (as plasters, ointments, oils, &c.) applied
to the abdomen. .

The direction of Isaiah to Hezekiah, when labouring under a
fatal disease, is familiar to every one; “take a lump of figs,
and they took, and laid it on the boil, and he recovered.”” In
the story of Tobit, vi. 5—viii. 13, the gall of a fish is mentioned
as being used to cure his father’s eyes. Pliny, indeed, in his
natural history, says the same thing; the gall of a fish, ad ocu-
lorum medicamenta utilius habetur. Lib. 28, c. 10. 1n Ezekiel
xlvii. 12, it is said of a tree ¢ that the leaf thereof shall be for
medicine.”” No person had better means of knowing the state
of the medical art among the Jews than Josephus, and, as it is a
part of his history in which he could have no private feeling to
gratify, and no prejudice to encounter, his incidental allusions to
our art, must be received as valuable auxiliaries in illustration of
this subject. Many such allusions might be selected ; one or

* Deut. xxviii. 27.—1 Saml. 5, 6, 9, 12.

In Deut. xxviii. 27. ¢ The Lord will smite thee with the botch of
Egypt, and with the emerods, and with the scab, and with the itch, whereof
thou canst not be healed. The Lord shall smite thee with madness and blind-

ness, and astonishment of head.”
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two will be sufficient for my purpose, and for others, the reader
cannot do better than consult the work itself. After Herod had
murdered Mariamne, he was plunged into the deepest remorse,
“and in a few days,” says Josephus, *he fell into a most dan-
gerous distemper, and had an inflammation upon him, and a pain
in the hinder part cf his head, joined with madness ; and for the
remedies that were used, they did him no good at all, but proved
contrary to his case, and so at length brought him to despair.
All the’ physicians also that were about him, partly because the
medicines they brought for his recovery could not at all conquer
the disease, and partly because his diet could be no other than
what his disease inclined to, desired him to eat whatever he had
a mind to, and so left the small hopes they had of his recovery
in the power of that diet, and committed him to fortune.” And
in another place, when Josephus himself was labouring under
sympathetic fever, from an accident he had incurred, he says,
«¢1 therefore sent for the physicians, and while I was under their
hands, I continued feverish all that day, and as the physicians
directed, I was that night removed to Tarichez.” Wherever
Josephus alludes to our profession, there is nothing in his expres-
sion to lead the reader to suppose that recourse to our art was
a thing of infrequent occurrence, but he speaks of it as a matter
of course, whenever the health was such as to stand in need of
aid.* It is much to be lamented, however, that, with such ample
means in his power, he has left so few materials which are of use
in disclosing to us the state of the medical art, or the sciences
connected with it. Of chemical knowledge there is nothing to
shew any advancement ; of anatomy, the continual recurrence of
sacrifices gave them a beiter acquaintance; but of botany he
makes but little mention. In describing, indeed, the golden
crown, which adorned the head of the high priest, he states that
from it ¢ there arose a cup of gold, which resembled the herb
which we called saccharus, but those Greeks, that are skilful in
botany, call hyosciamus. Now lest any one that has seen this
herb, but has not been taught its name, and is unacquainted
with its nature, or having known its name, knows not the herb
when he sees it, I shall give a description of it. This herb is
oftentimes in tallness above three spans, but its root is like that
of a turnip, (for he that should compare it thereto would not be
mistaken,) but its leaves are like to the leaves of mint, out of its
branches it sends out a calyx. Now the fruit is preserved by this
coat of the calyx, which fruit is like the seed of the herb sideritis,
it sends out a flower that may seem to resemble that of a poppy.”’
And speaking of lepers, Moses, he says, suffered them not to come
into the city at all, nor to live with any other, as if they were in
effect dead persons ; butif any one had obtained, by prayer to
God, the recovery from that distemper, and had gained a health-

* Josephus was himself a priest, yet we find him sending for the physicians,
which shews that the practice of medicine was a distinct profession.
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ful complexion again, such an one returned thanks to God, with
several sorts of sacrifices. The pestilence inflicted upon the
Hebrews, as a mark of divine displeasure, for the sins of David,
occasioned a great mortality among that pecple, for they did not,
says Josephus, die after one and the same manner, or so that it
might be known what the disease was, for it  carried them off
by ten thousand causes and occasions, which those that were
afflicted could not understand; for one died upon the neck of
another, and the terrible malady seized them before they were
aware, some dying immediately with very great pains and bitter
grief, and some were worn away with their distempers, and had
nothing remaining to be buried, but at the period when they fell,
were entirely macerated ; some were choked, and greatly la-
mented their case, as being also stricken with a sudden darkness ;
some there were, who, as they were burying a relation, fell down
dead without finishing the rites of the funeral.* In this plague,
which lasted but a few hours, 70,000 perished. I ought to apolo-
gize for transcribing so copiously from an author who, probably,
1s in the hands of most of my readers, but as it was necessary to
my subject, and as other authors have said so little upon it,
there was no alternative, but to make use of the best means in my
power. From the same author, itis easy to observe that the
principal reliance of the Jewish physician, was upon herbs,
rarely on minerals, for the treatment of diseases. Cold bathing
was another remedy, which, indeed, formed part of the Levitical
institutions.

That warm bathing was prescribed by the Jewish physicians,
we have the evidence of Josephus more than once; and in the
case of Herod the Great it was recommended. The symptoms -
which attacked that impious monarch, shall be told in the words
of Josephus, ¢ The distemper seized upon his whole body, and
greatly disordered all his parts with various symptoms, for there
was a great fever upon him, and an intolerable itching over all
the surface of his body, and continual pains in his colon, and
dropsical tumours about his feet, and an inflammation of the
abdomen, and a putrefaction of his privy member, that produced
worms. Besides which, he had a difficulty of breathing upon
him, and could not breathe but when he sat upright, and had a
convulsion of all his members, insomuch that the diviners said
those diseases were a punishment upon him, for what he had done
to the rabbins. Yet did he struggle with his numerous disorders,
and still had a desire to live, and hoped for recovery, and con-
sidered of séveral methods of cure. Accordingly he went over
Jordan, and made use of those kot baths at Callirhoe, which run
into the lake Asphaltitis, but are themselves sweet enough to
be drunk. And here the physicians thought proper to bathe his
whole body in warm oil, by letting it down into a large vessel

* This is a more brief, but more awful description, than the plague of
Thucydides or Lucretius.
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eyes failed him, and he came and

went as if he were dying. Inanother part, the same symptoms
are described as a slow fire, which did not so much appear to
the touch outwardly, as it augmented his pains inwardly, for it
brought upon him a vehement appetite to eating, which he could
not avoid to supply with one sort of food or other. His entrails
were also exulcerated.* From this account of Herod’s fatal
malady, from the pen of an unprofessional author, it is obvious
that medicine must have been cultivated as an art in Judzea, and
that the Jewish physicians had attained no mean proficiency in
the knowledge and treatment of disease. On the supposition
that thronic inflammation, or some spasmodic affection, was extant
in the colon, orin any other portion of the abdominal viscera,
the use of warm bathing appears to have been a judicious mode
of treatment in either case. It seems, however, to have termi-
nated in dropsical effusion subsequently, both in the chest and
the abdomen, as well as cedema of the lower extremities, and
probably a sphacelated state of the scrotum. In another part,
Josephus makes mention of the hot baths of Tiberius, and from
the following passage, itis probable they were ordinarily resorted
to by invalids; John wrote to me desiring that I would give
him leave to come down and make use of the hot baths of Tibe-
rius, for the recovery of the health of his body.”

It appears, therefore, clear, from the above testimonies, and
from what has been recorded in Holy Writ, that, however little
the ancient Hebrews were versed in the study of natural philoso-
phy, and not much accustomed to recur to physical causes, yet
that there was nothing in their Scriptures which absolutely forbad
them to employ the means which Providence had placed at their
disposal, for the alleviation of ordinary cases of sickness. In
the Jewish theocracy more especially, the plague and the pesti-
lence were the instruments of Divine vengeance, and we know
that Miriam, Gehazi, and King Uzziah, were smitten suddenly
with leprosy ; the first, asa punishment for her detracting dis-
courses ; the second, for his avarice ; and the third, for his pre-

sumption ; and the Philistines were smitten with an ignominious
disease, for not treating the ark with that respect it deserved.

Many other diseases are recorded in Scripture, which were sent
by God in the way of punishment. In all such cases, it is need-
loss to say that mere human means were of no avail ; to Him
whose hand had infiicted the blow, the wisest and most religious
had recourse for cure, and King Asa is blamed for placing his
sole confidence in physicians, when he had a painful disease in
his feet. Instances, too, are not wanting, where disease, and
its consequence, were removed by the special interposition of
“God. Doubtless these awful examples of Divine power, would
more immediately impress upon them the futility and insufficiency

full of oil; whereupon his

' % Inall these quotations from Josephus, I have copied from Whiston’s

translation.
12
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of human means, and lead them to a higher source; but it is
equally true that they were not instructed to forego the aid of
medicine, as may be deduced from a multitude of passages,*
where allusion is incidentally made to our art, and to the virtue
of herbs in relieving diseases. The Jews, too, believed that
evil spirits were permitted to be the executioners of divine ven-
geance; and in the case of Job, we are told that Satan went
forth from the presence of the Lord, and smote Job, with sore
boils, from the sole of his foot unto his crown : and so in the
case of Saul, it is written that an evil spirit from the Lord trou-
bled him, &c. v
With regard to the diseases recorded in the New Testament,
they appear to have been principally of two kinds, such as occur
under the ordinary dispensations of Providence, and such as were
either associated with, or arose from, demoniacal possession, and
all these became the subjects of the miraculous power of the
Saviour. ¢ They brought unto him, (says St. Matthew,) all sick
people that were taken with diverse diseases and torments, and
those which were possessed with devils, and those which were
lunatic, and those that had the palsy, and he healed them.”” We
find recorded, instantaneous cures of palsy, dropsy, leprosy, and
other diseases beyond our art; the bloody issue, which St. Luke
says, baffled all human remedies, healed by the touch of the
Saviour’s garment ; the lame and the blind restored at his bidding.
These were diseases common to men of every age and nation.
There was also another class of diseases associated with demo-
niacal possession. I am aware how much controversy has been
expended on this mysterious subject, but can any one really
doubt the testimony of the inspired writers, when they positively
inform us that a demon ¢ enters into’> a man, and ¢ comes out’’
of him ; when they represent the demons as speaking and rea-
soning, and hoping and fearing; as having inclinations and
aversions peculiar to themselves, and distinct from those of the
person who is the subject of the possession ? They tell us of one
unhappy sufferer who was vexed with many devils; and in the
case of the demoniac of Gadara, they assure us that the devils
were cast out of the man, and were permitted, at their own request,
to enter into a herd of swine, and that immediately the herd ran

* Ezek. xxx. 21. Neither have ye healed that which was sick.

Exod. xxi. 19. He that smote him shall be quit, only he shall pay for the
loss of time, and shall cause him to be thoroughly healed.

Jerem. xlvi. 11.  Go up into Gilead, and take balm, O virgin, daughter of
Egypt, in vain shalt thou use many medicines ; for thou shalt not be cured.

Jer. xxx. 13. There is none to plead thy cause ; thou hast no healing me-
dicines.

Jer. viii. 22.  Is there no balm in Gilead, is there no physician there ? why
then is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered ?

Eccles. iii. 3. A time to kill, and a time to heal.

Hosca, iv. 13.  Yet could he not heal you, nor cure you of your wound, &c.
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passage, which must be considered as a direct sanction of our
art; ““and Jesus, answering, said unto them, they that are whole
need not a physician, but they that are sick.”” One of the four
evangelists we know was a physician, and it will be admitted, I
think, as no small confirmation, if any such were needed, of the
truth of the New Testament miracles, that one who records them
more fully than the rest, was a physician; and as most of those
miracles have a reference to healing the sick, had those cases
been otherwise than what they profess to be, had they not been
miracles, here was one every way qualified to detect their fallacy.
Such evidence, therefore, to their truth, appears to me of unspeak-
able importance.

As might have been expected, St. Luke is more circumstantial
in his narration of those miracles of our Saviour, which relate to
the healing art, than the other Evangelists, and there is one indeed
recorded by him, that of raising the widow of Nain’s son, not
to be found in any other part of the four Gospels. Nor does he
fail, as often as he has occasion to mention diseases, or their
cure, to select such appropriate language, as none but a profes-
sional man could have used, and such as marks some previous
acquaintance with the Greek writers. The following examples
I have extracted as illustrative of this peculiarity of St. Luke.

The term vdpamixos applied to the man who had the dropsy, and
was healed by our Saviour, occurs only in Luke. There is no
mention of it in the other Gospels. The part. pass. perf. wazparervueros
is several times used by St. Luke, when speaking of one afflicted
with palsy, -whereas the other Evangelists employ the word
waparvrixos, which is never so used by the Greek writers. When
Elymas, the sorcerer, was miraculously punished by St. Paul
with blindness, St. Luke says ememeser en”avroy agavs. The word
axivs is no where else used in the four Gospels, and was probably
a medical term, as we find Galen, who wrote after the time of St.
Luke, stating that a certain disorder of the eye is called axavs,
and those that are aflficted with it, 31z Tivos ayivos ororras Baeduy,
¢“seem to see through a sort of thick mist or fog.”” The medical
term =apofvowos appears in St. Luke’s writings, not in the other
Gospels. The expression for surfeiting or excessive drinking,
used by St. Luke, is xpaimadn, which I observe in a passage of
Hippocrates now before me.

In speaking of Simon’s wife’s mother, who was taken with a
great fever, (Luke iv. 38,) he uses the term owexomerm, in the same
sense that the Greek writers do. The same may be said of the
term a5, for healing, which is not employed by the other Evan-
gelists.

The father of Publius, who was miraculously healed by St.
Paul, is described by St. Luke as mvpeross xas Svaevrepia auveyomerns

The woman* who had an issue of blood, is described by St.

* And in describing the cure of the same woman, St. Matthew says egwln,
aud St. Mark states, ““and straightway the fountain of her blood was dried ;”
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Mark as one who had suffered many things of many physicians,
and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but
rather grew worse. St. Luke describes the same thing, yet
when called upon to allude to his own profession, speaks with
more reserve, and instead of stating how much she suffered by
many physicians and grew worse under their treatment, contents
himself with saying that her disease was beyond the reach of
any of them to remove; and in this allusion to the expense
incurred by the woman, he selects a more suitable term wposava-
Awraca, than is used by St. Mark, who employs the word Sawavnsaca;
properly applicable only to spending in a riotous and luxurious
manner, and so St. Luke uses it in the case of the prodigal son.
In various other passages, also, il is easy to trace the same
peculiarity and propriety of expression, resulting from the pro-
fessional bias of the medical Evangelist. ~When the other
Evangelists speak of diseases and cures, they employ such terms
as were of ordinary use, but not so St. Luke. His phraseology,
in matters relating to healing, savours of his medical education ;*
and, indeed, his language in general is superior to that of his
brother Evangelists, as might be expected from his previous
pursuits. He is the only one of the Evangelists who informs us
of the manner of Herod’s death, viz. that he was smitten by the
Almighty for his blasphemy, and was eaten of worms. I the
more readily mention this fact, because in the account which
Josephus has given us of the fearful end of Herod Agrippa, (which
corresponds with that of St. Luke,) he conceals the horrid cir-
cumstance of his being eaten by worms, though he expressly
mentions this symptom in the last illness of Agrippa’s grandfather,
Herod the Great, calling it 7e adois onis oxwinxas eumoisaa-t  Other
peculiarities of St. Luke will occur to the critical student, but
those I have already enumerated, are some of the most prominent
proofs of the force of early habits and education on the writings
of the medical evangelist. There are also many other passages
in the Old and New Testament, which might have been intro-
duced in this paper, indirectly, indeed, but decidedly proving
the advanced state of many of the arts among the Jews. But
the fear of having already encroached too largely on the patience
of the reader, prevents me from pursuing this subject, which,
however, should be interesting to all, and which will, I trust,
hereafter draw that attention, and those talents, to its considera-
tion, that its importance so eminently deserves.

but the expression of St. Luke is more concise and appropriate, when he says
esnmpuss. Noris the description of the epileptic demoniac less accurate ;
¢ and, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he suddenly crieth out : and it teareth him
that he foameth again, and bruising him, hardly departeth from him.”—ix. 39.

* Vide Luke, vi. 195 vii. 10; viil. 55. The words eAxos, eAxoouar, Betov,

maxia, and many others, might be enumerated, as indicative of this professional
bias on the part of St. Luke.
+ Antiq. lib. 17, cap. 6.




